THE OPEN-TANK SYSTEM             n7
EFFICIENCY OF OPEN-TANK SYSTEM,
Regarding the efficiency of the"5 open-tank method of
preserving wood, Mr.  Rowe observes that sleepers, and
any wood that will make a good paving-block, must be
well dried before it can be properly impregnated by
method, and this seems to be the secret of success.    Mr*
Card, of the Chicago Tie   and Timber Preserving Com-
pany, states that the open-tank method of creosoting
undoubtedly produce good results if it is confined to the
treatment of blocks, shingles, posts, etc., or,, in other words,
small dimension lumber, and it will not be successful in
this case unless the utmost care is taken in the seasoning
of the lumber before treatment.    As regards the treatment
of sleepers by this method, he says that a loblolly
sleeper, provided it is thoroughly seasoned, would prob-
ably absorb the greatest amount of solution in the
time, but  any other   class  of   sleeper treated on the
open-tank method would take from two to three weeks to
absorb the same amount of solution that could be injected
under 100 Ib. pressure per square inch in 4 hours* time.
The process is used to a considerable extent in the
United States for treating the butts of telegraph poles,
and is stated to be found suitable for treating cypress
and various kinds of pine.
APPARATUS FOR OPEN-TANK PROCESS.
The plant required for carrying out the open tank
process, which is the oldest method of applying preser-
vatives, is simple and inexpensive.
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process. The plant consists of a steeping tank, a storage
tank, pump, drain cock, found, furnace fittings, aad the
uece^Iry piping. The steeping tank is xecta^^
shape and fitted with a flat bottom. It is constructed of